CREATING A RACIAL STATE IN NAZI GERMANY –

CONSTRUCTING AN ARYAN IDENTITY
What were the consequences of the destruction of democracy in Nazi Germany? 
Once in power, Hitler and the Nazis set about making sure they had full control over all aspects of life in Germany. 

· The Nazis used propaganda to control and manipulate the thoughts of the Germans.
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· The Nazi Party controlled the media and were able to use propaganda to influence the people.  

· The Nazis controlled education and so had great influence on children. All teachers had to belong to the Nazi Party and teach Nazi propaganda.

· The Nazis controlled the judges and intimidated church leaders and even succeeded in getting some of the churches to support them.

· Political parties were outlawed and political opponents were arrested.

On the same day that the Enabling Act had been passed the first concentration camp had been set up at Dachau. The first inmates were two hundred Communists.

One of the most important consequences of the destruction of democracy was that the Nazis were able to create a racial state in Germany. As the Nazis increased their control over the German people they began to create a state in which a person’s race was seen as their most important characteristic. The Nazis wanted to rid Germany of all those people whom they believed were of an inferior race. They used methods like propaganda and indoctrination of the youth to convince the Germany people of their beliefs that there was a “pure Aryan race” of Germans who were superior to the rest of the people.  

How were people persecuted in Nazi Germany as a result of the Hitler’s attempts to create a `master race’?

You have already learnt that:

Hitler and the Nazis wanted to create a `master race’ of `pure Germans’. 

They believed that the German Empire should be dominated by this `master race’. They only wanted people in Germany who were physically and mentally healthy. 

Germans of Jewish faith were among the people who were not seen as `pure’ Ayans and therefore had no place in Germany. Although the Jews were the main targets of persecution, there were other groups of people who were also excluded. These were the mentally and physically disabled, gypsies (Sinti and Roma), black people and children of mixed marriages, homosexuals and Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Nazis decided there was no place for them in Germany.  Many people in Germany supported the Nazis and their racist ideas. 

How were black people and children of mixed marriages persecuted?

After the Nazis came to power they began to discriminate against black people and children of mixed marriages.

· Black men were not allowed to marry German women and many black men, black children and children of mixed marriages were forcibly sterilized. 

In the area of the Rhineland over 500 children were sterilized. 

· Many black men were arrested and sent to concentration camps. They were also not allowed to fight in the German army.  
How were homosexuals persecuted in Nazi Germany?

Prejudice and discrimination against homosexual men existed long before the Nazis came to power and continued long afterwards.

· Some homosexual men were the victims of cruel medical experiments, including castration.

· Some homosexual men were arrested and placed in concentration camps.

Although conditions in the camps were generally harsh for all inmates many people have testified that homosexuals were often treated particularly severely by guards and other inmates because of the prejudice that many people had towards homosexuals.

· After the war some homosexuals were forced to carry on their prison sentences even though the Nazi government was no longer in power.

How were mentally and physically disabled people treated in Nazi Germany?

Mentally and physically disabled people were considered to be `unworthy of life’. 

· They were sent to special institutions that the Nazis termed `euthanasia centres’. Trained doctors and nurses put them to death. 

By 1939, approximately 70 000 disabled people were starved, given lethal injections or gassed to death and their bodies were burnt. Although the programme was officially halted due to protests from churches, it continued in secret. Approximately 200 000 mentally and physically disabled people were eventually murdered and a similar number were forcibly sterilized.

How were Jehovah’s Witnesses treated in Nazi Germany?

There were 20 000 Jehovah’s Witnesses living in Germany when the Nazis came to power.

· Jehovah’s Witnesses were persecuted because of their refusal to enlist in the German army and because they refused to say `Heil Hitler’. Jehovah’s Witnesses were banned as an organisation in April 1933. 

Their literature was confiscated and they lost their jobs, civil rights and all social welfare benefits.  

· Many Jehovah’s Witnesses were sent to prisons and concentration camps, and their children were sent to juvenile detention homes and orphanages. 

In the Nazi years, about 10,000 Witnesses were imprisoned in concentration camps. An estimated 2,500 to 5,000 Witnesses died in the camps or prisons.

· The Nazis said that if the Jehovah’s Witnesses renounced their faith, they could be freed.  Very few did so.

How were the Sinti and Roma (gypsies) treated in Nazi Germany?

The Sinti and Roma were considered to be social outcasts by the Nazis. They were seen as a threat to ‘Aryan blood purity’. 

· In Nazi Germany, people were classified as gypsies because of how they looked, their customs their ‘compulsion to wander’. 

· 30 000 Sinti and Roma were sterilized and prohibited from intermarrying with Germans.  

Many Sinti and Roma children were taken away from their families and sent them to special homes.

· Throughout Nazi-occupied Europe, Sinti and Roma were hunted down ruthlessly, arrested and then deported to slave labour and death camps. 

It is believed that nearly 250 000 Sinti and Roma died at the hands of the Nazis.

CREATING A RACIAL STATE IN NAZI GERMANY – 

THE PERSECUTION OF JEWS

Jews in Germany before Hitler was in power

For more than a thousand years, Jews had lived in all the countries across Europe, including Germany. However, in most countries they made up a very small percentage of the general population. In Germany less than one percent of the total population were Jews. 

If you had been living in Germany before the 1930’s, you would not easily have been able to tell the difference between most German Jews and other Germans. Although the Jews who came from Eastern Europe dressed and spoke differently to other Germans, the vast majority were much the same as the rest of the population. They did the same jobs and went to the same places. Some Jews were successful in their professions and their businesses and some were not. It is estimated that Jews accounted for no more than 3.5% of all positions in trade, commerce, banking, law and medicine in Germany. The vast majority of Jews living in Germany were ordinary middle class people.

Some Jews were religious and some were not. Some married Germans who were not Jewish, But most importantly, the majority of Jews of Jews saw themselves first and foremost as Germans.  

Why were the Jews identified as `undesirable’? 

When Hitler came to power he did not create a dislike of Jews. He merely built on feelings that had been around for a long time. People were more willing to accept Hitler’s ideas about Jewish people because Germany and other countries in Europe had a history of dislike towards Jews.

· A dislike of Jews, called “antisemitism”, had a long history in Europe. 

Antisemitism became greater after the Romans adopted Christianity as their official state religion in the 4th Century. The Jews were wrongly blamed for the death of Christ. They were described as being a part of the devil because people suggested that only the devil would kill Christ. This view continued into the Middle Ages. As more and more people in Europe converted to Christianity, persecution of the Jews increased. 

· Throughout the Middle Ages Jews were wrongly blamed for any misfortune that could not be explained such as floods, droughts, and epidemics. 

These events were seen to be the work of the Devil and because people associated the Jews with the Devil, they blamed them for all misfortunes. 

· Jews were not allowed to live in the same areas as Christians because they were considered to be harmful.

Because the majority of people had no contact with Jews superstitions and prejudice against Jewish people increased. 

· After the French Revolution which brought to Europe ideas of liberty and equality, Jews in Western Europe were allowed to enter mainstream society and during the 19th Century they were given citizenship rights. 
In Western Europe Jews were able to do the same jobs as the rest of the citizens. However, this meant that they became competitors and whenever they were successful, they were resented. In Eastern Europe Jews were not granted citizenship rights and they continued to be harshly oppressed and generally discriminated against.

· The old prejudices against the Jews returned in the 19th Century when new false ideas about race emerged. 

There was a belief that people belonged to different races which were determined by biological differences such as skin colour or cultural differences such as religion or nationality. All races were viewed as different and the white race was believed to be the most superior. The Jews were now defined as a race and considered to be inferior. These negative attitudes towards Jews continued well into the 20th Century. 

Hitler also believed these views about race and saw the Jews as inferior. He continued the tradition of wrongly blaming the Jews for any misfortune and claimed that they were the greatest threat to the survival of the German people.

How were Jewish people persecuted in Nazi Germany?

The Nazis persecution of Jewish people did not happen all at once. It began in slow stages and people gradually became accustomed to the way Jews were treated. Because so many people were bystanders and did not take action to stop the unfair treatment of Jews when it first began, the discrimination against them worsened.  

· The first nationwide act of discrimination against the entire German-Jewish community was an organized boycott of Jewish, shops, businesses and professional people. 

Hitler ordered the boycott to begin on the 1st of April 1933. During the boycott Nazi party supporters stood outside Jewish shops threatening customers. The windows of shops were smeared with slogans such as “Do not buy from Jewish shops”. Offices and doctors’ surgeries had slogans like “The Jews are our misfortune!” and “Beware of the Jews” painted on the windows and walls. The boycott was not successful because it was ignored by most Germans and it was called off in 48 hours.  

· Shortly after the failed boycott all Jews were dismissed from the civil service. 

They were not allowed to work in hospitals, schools, universities, post offices and government departments. They were not allowed to practice their professions, work in the media or in the entertainment industry. 

· Gradually more and more discriminatory laws were introduced against the Jews and in 1935 the Nazis passed the Nuremberg Laws that deprived Jews of their citizenship rights.

Ultimately four hundred laws and decrees were introduced against the Jews. They were not allowed to vote, to own property, houses or businesses. They were not allowed to go to the same schools, sit on the same benches, go to the beaches, travel on public transport, enter hotels, restaurants or theatres. They had no protection under the law, were left defenceless against physical assault and were excluded from the economic, social, cultural, political and public life of Germany. Very few people opposed the introduction of these laws.

Some of the many anti-Semitic laws that were passed between 1933 and 1939 were:



Jews were not allowed to be civil servants

Jewish doctors were not allowed to work in public hospitals.

Jews were not allowed to be judges.

Jews were not allowed to vote.

Jews were not allowed to be present at any political meeting.

Jews had no freedom of speech.

Jews were not allowed to be writers, publishers or journalists.

Jews were not allowed to teach in any university, secondary or elementary school.

Jewish musicians were not allowed to give concerts.

Jewish children were not allowed to go to the same schools as ‘Aryans’.

Jews were not allowed to use public transport.

Jews were not allowed to swim in public pools.

Jews were not allowed to go to hotels, restaurants, theatres or cinemas.

Jews were not allowed on the beaches.

Jews were not allowed to sit on the same benches as other Germans. 

· Persecution against Jewish people living in Germany became more and more violent and culminated in what became known as `Kristallnacht’ (The Night of the Broken Glass). 

This event took place in November 1938 when the Nazis organized a vicious attack on German Jews. They burnt down the synagogues, smashed and looted Jewish businesses and homes and arrested 30 000 Jews and sent them to concentration camps. 



Some Germans protested by resigning their membership in the Nazi Party. Some sent anonymous letters of protest to foreign embassies. Some bought Jewish families food and necessities to replace the items that had been destroyed. Most Germans, however, took no stand and ignored the events.

· By the beginning of 1939 Germany had already taken control over the Rhineland, the Saar and Austria. As German borders expanded the Jews living in these countries became victims of Nazi persecution.

Worksheet 1 

Creating a Racial State in Germany

The consequences of the destruction of democracy
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Step 1:

Analyse Source A by answering the questions next to it. 

Analyse Sources B and C by answering the questions around the source. Fill in your answers in the spaces around the questions.[image: image3.bmp] 
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Worksheet 2 

Creating a Racial State in Germany  

The persecution of the `other’
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Worksheet 3

Creating a Racial State in Germany
The Persecution of Jews in Nazi Germany

Read the following two sources.

Source A

Marta Appel was a German of Jewish faith. For years she had been getting together once a month with women from her old high school. In 1935, she stopped attending, mainly because she did not want to embarrass her friends who were not Jewish:

“One day on the street, I met one of my old teachers, and with tears in her eyes she…tried to convince me that [the women] were still my friends, and tried to take away my doubts. I decided to go to the next meeting. It was a hard decision and I had not slept the night before. I was afraid for my gentile friends. For nothing in the world did I wish to bring them trouble by my attendance, and I was also afraid for myself. I knew I would watch them, noticing the slightest expression of embarrassment in their eyes when I came… . Would they be afraid to talk to me?

It was not necessary for me to read their eyes or listen to the changes in their voices. The empty table…that had always been reserved for us spoke the clearest language. It was even unnecessary for the waiter to come and say that a lady had phoned that morning not to reserve the table thereafter. I could not blame them. Why should they risk losing a position only to prove to me that we still had friends in Germany?


Source B

Friedrich was a teenager when the Nazis came to power in Germany. 

All Helga knew about me was that my name was Friedrich Schneider, nothing else.  And I couldn’t tell her anything, otherwise she wouldn’t want to meet me anymore…again and again I searched out lonely paths, where we would hopefully meet nobody. After we had been walking for a while, Helga wanted to sit down. I didn’t now what to do. I couldn’t really refuse her such a thing. Before I could think of an excuse, we came to one of the green benches and Helga simply sat down… I was so terribly afraid, there on that green bench. 

All at once Helga stood up. She took my arm and pulled me along. We hadn’t gone far when we reached a yellow bench, which was marked FOR JEWS ONLY. Helga stopped by this bench and said: `Would it make you feel better if we sat here?’ 
Issues for discussion

1. Why had Marta not wanted to meet her friends?

2. Why do you think her friends did not show?

3. Suppose you were one of Marta’s school friends. Do you think you would have attended the lunch in 1933? Do you think you might have attended in 1935? 

4. What could Marta’s friends have done if they had wanted to show that they were still  her friends? 

5. How was the reaction of Helga different to that of Marta’s friends?

As a group or a class, read the source together, with a new person reading a paragraph. As the story is being read, underline:

· the moments where Andre is confronted with a choice; the moments where the father is confronted with a choice

· the decisions that Andre made; the decisions that his father made.

Source C
Dan Bar-On, an Israeli psychologist, described the decision one German family made the night before Kristalnacht:

“It was the autumn of 1938. Andre was twelve years old and lived with his parents in a small town in northern Germany. One evening he came home form his youth movement meeting.


`Daddy,’ he said to his father, `we were told at the meeting that tomorrow we are supposed to throw stones at the Jewish shops in town. Should I take part?’


His father looked at him.  `What do you think?’

`I don’t know. I have nothing against the Jews – I hardly know them – but everyone is going to throw stones. So what should I do?’

Their conversation…[continued], the son …[asking] questions…the father turning the questions back to his son.


`I understand,’ said Andre. `You want me to make up my own mind. I’m going for a walk. I’ll let you know what I’ve decided when I come back.’

When Andre returned a short while later, he approached his parents, who were sitting at the table.


`I’ve made up my mind, but my decision involves you too.’


`What is it?’


`I’ve decided not to throw stones at the Jewish shops. But tomorrow everyone will say, `Andre, the son of X, did not take part, he refused to throw stones!’ They will turn against you. What are you going to do?’

His father’s sigh was one of relief…[and] pride. `While you were out, your mother and I discussed this question. We decided that if you made up your mind to throw stones, we would have to live with your decision, since we had let you decide, after all. But if you decided not to throw stones, we would leave German immediately.’

And that is what they did. The following day, Andre’s family left Germany.

Issues for discussion

What decisions did Andre face and what choice did he make?

What decisions did Andre’s father face and what choice did he make?

What evidence is there that Andre was probably raised to think about the consequences of his decisions?

Do you think Andre might have made a different decision if he had been raised differently?

What lesson do you think his father was trying to teach Andre?

Andre says that he does not want to throw stones because he had nothing against Jews and that he didn’t even know any Jews. Do you think the people who did throw stones the next day knew many Jews? Would it have made a difference if they had?

What is propaganda?


A good definition of propaganda is `the spreading of ideas, information, or rumours for the purpose of helping or injuring an institution, a cause, a person or group of people’. We frequently refer to propaganda as `brainwashing’. 








Source A


In the late 1930’s, Erica Mann, a German who opposed the Nazis, wrote a book called School for Barbarians. It explained to Americans how the Nazis tried to carry out Hitler’s ideas: 





“Every child says `Heil Hitler!’ from 50 to 150 times a day, immeasurably more often that the old neutral greetings. The formula is required by law; if you meet a friend on the way to school, you say it; …[lessons at school] are opened as closed with `Heil Hitler!’; `Heil Hitler!’ says the postman, the street-car conductor, the girl who sells you notebooks at the stationery store; and if your parents’ first words when you come home to lunch are not `Heil Hitler!’ they have been guilty of a punishable offence and can be denounced. …








You leave the house in the morning, `Heil Hitler!’ on your lips; and on the stairs of your apartment house you meet the Blockwart. A person of great importance and some danger, the Blockwart has been installed by the government as a Nazi guardian. He controls the block, reporting on it regularly, checking up on the behaviour of its residents. It’s worth it to face right about, military style, and to give him the `big’ Hitler salute, with the right arm as high as it will go. All the way down the street, the flags are waving, every window coloured with red banners, and the black swastika in the middle of each. …Not a week passes without an occasion on which families are given one reason or another to hang out the swastika.”





Do you think that this person would say good things about the Nazis? Why?





What evidence is there that this person does not support the Nazis?








Could we trust this person to tell us about conditions in Nazi Germany?





What does this person not tell us about life in Nazi Germany?





How do you think many people would start to feel about Hitler if they say `Heil Hitler’ so often?





If you walked down this street would you think that Hitler had a lot of support? Why?





Does the Blockwart have a great deal of control over the people living in the block? Why?





Who do you think would be expected to denounce the parents? Do you think they would?





Issue discussion:





Is she trying to influence the reader? How does she do this? What phrases are good evidence to use to show that she is trying to influence the reader?


Is Mann’s book propaganda?





Do you think this source shows that Hitler was able to use other methods than force and fear in order to control the population? What were they?





What rights are the German’s giving up by allowing Hitler to control them?


Is it harmful to say `Heil Hitler’ all the time? What effect will this have on people?


Do you think it is necessary for a population to show this much respect for their leaders? What do you think might happen if you refused to say `Heil Hitler’ in the classroom or refused to put up the swastika outside your house?


 


Can you find evidence in this source that some people may not have been happy?





What doesn’t the source tell me?








What guesses can I make? What can I infer?








What does the source tell me?








Source C


Picture of school children saluting with teacher





What doesn’t the source tell me?





What do the things in the source tell me about Nazi Germany? 











What are all the things that I can see in the source? 





Source B


The cover of a Hitler Youth publication, `Youth serves the leader’. The wording at the bottom reads, `All ten year olds [must join]  the Hitler Youth’


�





What doesn’t the source tell me?





What do the things in the source tell me about Nazi Germany? 











What are all the things that I can see in the source? 





Source C


The cover of a Nazi propaganda brochure, 1938. The title reads, `Degenerate Music’. The picture associates blacks, Jews and homosexuals with jazz music, which the Nazis claimed was immoral and sexually abnormal.


�





Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?





Source A


A homosexual man who lived near Hamburg recalled:





“[The] arrests of homosexuals began in our town. One of the first to be arrested was my friend, with whom I had a relationship since I was 23. One day people from the Gestapo came to his house and took him away. It was pointless to …[find out where he was]. If anyone did that, they… [might also be arrested], because he knew them, and therefore they were also suspect. Following his arrest, his home was searched… Books were taken away, note and address books were confiscated, questions were asked among the neighbours… The address books were the worst. All those…[whose names were in there], or had anything to do with him were arrested… Me too. For a whole year I was… [taken] by the Gestapo and interrogated at least once every fourteen days or three weeks.





After four weeks my friend was released… However, the effects of his arrest were terrifying. [His] hair… [was shaven] off, [he was] totally confused, he was no longer what he was before… We had to be very careful with all contacts. I had to break off all relations with my friend. We passed each other by on the street, because we did not want to put ourselves in danger… We loved like animals in a wild game park, always sensing the hunters.”








Source C


Hans Hauck, 17 railway worker, he was one of 400 Rhineland children who were sterilised because they were classified as “mixed-race”





“It was the 15th, in the morning. I went with my grandmother, who was also my guardian [to the Health Office]. Two Gestapo officers came to get us... They took us by car although we wanted to go by train. They wanted it kept secret.


[They took us to the]…Department of Racial and Hereditary Welfare. It’s where I and others were condemned. They examined us and measured our skulls. It’s hard to explain this to ordinary people. They measured our eyebrows, eye colour, noses, etc. We were lucky we weren’t euthanasia victims. We were only sterilised. 


The operation was on the 16th. I didn’t have a full anaesthetic. It was all over in two hours. By the next day we were OK. It didn’t hurt much…





[After the operation he was taken to the Gestapo headquarters.]





We had to sign a paper saying we agreed not to marry people with German or half-German blood. And that we wouldn’t have sexual relations with Germans. 


Naturally I remember those times all too well. It was depressing and offensive. I felt only half human.”








Source B


Gupha Voss grew up in Germany. Her mother was German and her father was originally from Liberia.





“I was the only black girl in my class at school. When I put my hand up, I was usually ignored. But when the teacher was sure I didn’t know the answer, I was made to stand up and he’d say:


“Why must I waste my time on you monkeys? You belong in the jungle.”


We no longer had friends. Because they had to publicly show loyalty to Hitler. We didn’t play together any more. It was as if they had never seen us before. “











Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?


.








Source D


One Sinti man, then a boy known as Bubili, recalled the day the SS arrived for his family:





“A waiting SS man seized me. `You,’ he said, pushing me down the hill, `join the others’.


`I’ll help my uncle take the horse out of the stall so that the horses can pull the wagon to the police station,’ I said. 


`No,’ the SS man said. ` Leave them in the stable. You’ll pull the wagon yourself.’…


My aunt and I and two others harnessed ourselves to the wagon…


In the courtyard of the police station, so many Sinti were there already that we stood together like herrings [fish] crammed in a barrel…


The next day, the Germans forced all the young men to climb into the busses and trucks… The women and children were released to go home…


My father had been picked up in an earlier raid… At the railroad station, he found out that my uncle and I had been taken. He asked the Germans to let us travel in the same boxcar. Two days later…we arrived at Dachau [a concentration camp]. We waited locked in the airless boxcar for about three quarters of an hour. Then we heard a shout as thirty or forty young SS men unlocked the bolts and threw open the doors. `…pigheads,’ they screamed. `Out, out. Run, you Congo niggers, run.’ Their whips fell on us, killing two men as we ran toward the gates of Dachau.’








Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?








Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?








Source E


Elizabeth Dopazo and her brother were Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their parents were sent to concentration camps because of their religious beliefs. Elizabeth and her brother went to live with their grandparents:





“My grandparents were Jehovah’s Witnesses too… They stopped going to meetings when we came because they felt they would be arrested too and then what would happen to us?


…We had to quickly change our way of speaking so… [that] we wouldn’t be so noticeable. [We had a different accent to the other children]. In school right away it started, you see. We had to raise our right arm and say `Heil Hitler’ and all that sort of thing… [We didn’t want to say `Heil Hitler’. There are ways that you can avoid doing it]  You can drop a handkerchief, you can do a little something, but quickly they look and they say, `Ah, you’re different and you’re new in the school.’ 


So you’re watched a little more closely. You might get one or two children who would tell on you but it was rare. The teacher would bring you to the front of the class and say, `Why don’t you say Heil Hitler?’ and you were shaking already because you knew, unlike other children, if you told them the real reason there would be trouble. For us [as Jehovah’s Witnesses] to say `Heil Hitler’ and praise a person would be against our belief…





We didn’t want to offend God… [But] we didn’t want to explain why because we were afraid that by the time we got home our grandparents wouldn’t be there and we would be put in an…[orphanage], so we used to make little excuses but you can’t do that every day. So in no time at all we also said it, because we were just too afraid.”








A Jewish lady sitting on a bench reserved for Jews in a German park. The sign on the bench reads, `For Jews Only’
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