“The fragility of democracy” – 

Economy in Weimar Germany

Source A

A table showing the value of the German currency between 1919 and 1923.

	Date
	Marks
	U.S. Dollars

	1919
	4.2
	1

	1921
	75
	1

	1922
	400
	1

	Jan. 1923
	7,000
	1

	Jul. 1923
	160,000
	1

	Aug. 1923
	1,000,000
	1

	Nov. 1, 1923
	1,300,000,000
	1

	Nov. 15, 1923
	1,300,000,000,000
	1

	Nov. 16, 1923
	4,200,000,000,000
	1


Source B

Women waiting in line to buy sub-standard meat, Berlin, 1923.
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Source C

German children with stacks of inflated currency, virtually worthless in 1923.
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Source D

 German five million Mark,  1923 
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Source E

The German artist George Grosz described what shopping was like during the early 1920’s in Weimar Germany, 1946

Lingering at the [shop] window was a luxury because shopping had to be done immediately. Even an additional minute meant an increase in price. One had to buy quickly because a rabbit, for example, might cost two million marks more by the time it took to walk into the store. A few million marks meant nothing, really. It was just that it meant more lugging. The packages of money needed to buy the smallest item had long since become too heavy for trouser pockets. They weighed many pounds. . . . People had to start carting their money around in wagons and knapsacks. I used a knapsack.

Source F

Under the leadership of Gustav Stresemann, the government eventually brought inflation under control. But it took time and many people could not forget that the government had allowed it to happen. One German, quoted in Ralph Knight’s book, A Very Ordinary Life, expressed their feelings when he wrote:

Of course all the little people who had small savings were wiped out. But the big factories and banking houses and multimillionaires didn't seem to be affected at all. They went right on piling up their millions. Those big holdings were protected somehow from loss. But the mass of the people were completely broke. And we asked ourselves, "How can that happen? How is it that the government can't control an inflation which wipes out the life savings of the mass of people but the big capitalists can come through the whole thing unscathed?" We who lived through it never got an answer that meant anything. But after that, even those people who used to save didn't trust money any more, or the government. We decided to have a high-ho time whenever we had any spare money, which wasn't often.

Source G

A soup kitchen for unemployed people in Germany, taken sometime around 1930
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Source H

An unemployed woman advertises her skills. The translation of her sign is:

"Hello! I'm looking for work. I can do shorthand and typing, can speak French and English, will accept any type of household job and can do anything that demands an attentive mind." 
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Writing Frame

“How would the economic conditions in Germany between 1919 and the early 1930s have affected the German people?”

The German people faced many economic problems in the early 1920s. Some of these were…

Although the economy did improve during the mid-1920s the 1929 Great Depression caused further problems. …

These problems would have affected the German people in the following ways. Firstly …
