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Cause and Consequence 

When the 1929 Great Depression occurs, America withdrew loans made to Germany. The German economy crashed once again resulting in high unemployment and poverty.

Germany is forced to accept the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

After the unsuccessful attempt by the Nazis to overthrow the Weimar Government in the early 1920’s, the Nazis decide to get into power democratically. 

Article 52 is introduced by President Hindenberg in order to deal with the Great Depression. This gives him emergency powers allowing him to pass laws that are necessarily in line with the Constitution. Article 52 had been in force since 1930 up until Hitler came to power in 1933.

The German people blamed the economic problems on the Weimar government. They came to associate democracy with the government’s failure to solve the crisis both in 1923 and in 1929.

In 1932 the Nazi Party was the largest political party in parliament. 

Hitler was appointed Chancellor by President Hindenberg in January 1933. 

The Reichstag (Parliament) buildings were burnt down. The Nazis blamed the Communists and many of their leaders and members were arrested.

The day after the Reichstag Fire two decrees were passed - `For the Defence of the German Nation and State’ and `To Combat Treason against the German Nation and Treasonable Activities’. This gave the government the right to censor mail, listen to private telephone conversations, read telegrams, search homes and confiscate property.

In the first week of March 1933 Joseph Goebells was appointed head of a new department in the government, the Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda.

In March 1933 Hitler asked the German Parliament to pass the Enabling Act which would give Hitler the power to punish anyone he considered an enemy of the state. It also stated that laws may deviate from the constitution. 

On 23 March 1933, the Enabling Act was passed in the German parliament by a vote of 441 to 94.

Primary school children saluting with their teachers, 1934.
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Judges swear an oath of allegiance to Hitler, 1933.
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On April 7 1933 the `Law for the Restoration of the Professional Service’ was passed.  Most non-Aryans were removed from the civil service. The government could also now dismiss any civil servant whom they believed was `politically’ undesirable or who `would not support the state at al times without reservation’.

In April 1933 the Gestapo (secret police) was formed. It was authorised to `protect public safety and order’ by using methods that ranged from interrogation to arresting people and placing them in concentration camps.

By May 1933 all trade unions had been eliminated. Workers had to join the Nazi Labour Front.

In June 1933 the Social Democrats were outlawed. 

By mid-July, the Nazi Party was the only political party allowed to operate in Germany.

Over 27 000 people were arrested for being opponents to Nazi rule.

Why did people in Germany choose to pass the Enabling Act?

	Rewrite three of the most important causes in your own words below
	Explain how each of these causes led to the Enabling Act being passed.

	Cause 1


	

	Cause 2


	

	Cause 3


	


What were the consequences of this decision to pass the Enabling Act?

	Rewrite three of the most important consequences in your own words below
	Explain why each of these consequences was so important

	Consequence 1


	

	Consequence 2


	

	Consequence 3


	


Source B


Friedrich p. Reck-Malleczewen, in his book Diary of a Man in Despair, commented on an incident when he saw Hitler alone in a restaurant in the early 1920’s:





If I had an inkling of the role this piece of filth was to play and the years of suffering he was to make us endure, I would have done it [shot Hitler] without a second thought. But I took him for a character out of a comic strip and did not shoot.”











Source A


When it was formed, the Nazi Party was just one of many small political parties. By 1921 it was attracting thousands of new members. 





An early member of the Nazis explained why he supported the Nazi Party:





“Our feelings led us to Hitler. There was a tremendous surge in our hearts, a something that said: `Hitler, you are our man. You speak as a soldier…and as a man; you know the…[difficulties we face]; you have yourself been a working man…You have given your whole being, all your warm heart,…for the well-being of Germany rather than your personal advancement or self-seeking…” No one who has ever looked Hitler in the eye or heard him speak can ever break away from him.”





  Good things said about Hitler�
Bad things said about Hitler�
�










































�



�
�






Step 1


Read Sources A and B.


Underline all the points that are made about Hitler by the authors.


Step 2


Using the information about Hitler that you have identified in both sources, fill in the table below.


Under the relevant headings quote the phrases or words that you have underlined that either say good things about Hitler or bad things about him. 


Each time you quote you need to put the evidence in inverted commas and identify which source the evidence comes from.








Issue discussion





The source that you have written contains both positive and negative opinions about Hitler. 


Does this mean that we cannot judge Hitler?








In groups:


Compare the information in your completed tables.


Discuss what you notice about the information in each column? Why do you think it looks this way? 


Answer the following questions (somebody in the group must write down the points that are made):





What do we know about each author? 


Would these things affect whether or not the authors would have a positive or a negative opinion about Hitler? Explain your answer.





By yourself:


You have been asked to create a short secondary source for a Grade 9 textbook on Nazi Germany. The editor has instructed you to explain how some people living in Germany responded to Hitler? 


Use the information in the table as well as the group’s answers to the questions above in order to create this explanation.





How did the German people respond to Hitler and why did they respond in this way? 
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Source A


An extract from Facing History & Ourselves, a history textbook, explaining the Enabling Act





…the Reichstag overwhelmingly approved,  by a vote of 441 to 94, a bill entitled `Law for Terminating the Suffering of People and Nation’. Also known as the Enabling Act, it was short and to the point. It `enabled’ Hitler to punish anyone he considered an enemy of the state. The act also stated that `laws passed by the government may deviate from the Constitution’. Only the Social Democrats voted against the law. Other deputies that opposed Hitler were on the run.








Source B


Adolph Hitler, speaking about democracy,1930





We National Socialists have never claimed to be representatives of a democratic point of view, we have openly declared that we would deploy democratic means only to attain power, and after our assumption of power we would deny our enemies all those means which are allowed to us while in opposition…For us, parliament is not an end in itself but a means to an end.











Issue discussion





The Enabling Act allowed Hitler to punish anyone he considered an enemy without a trial. Why would he have wanted to pass this?





What was the atmosphere in the Reichstag when these laws were passed? How did that help Hitler?





Why did the Reichstag agree to pass the Enabling Act? Why did people accept it? 





What were the consequences of their decision in the short term and in the long term?





Look at Source B


What does this source tell us about Hitler’s intentions to make Germany a totalitarian state? 





Look at when made these statements. Could the German people have argued that they didn’t know that Hitler would destroy democracy?





What is the lesson for us today when we are listening to what political parties are saying and promising?











�The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) is South African organisation that was formed to ensure that the elections that take place in this country are free and fair. They do not support a particular political party. Instead, they aim to ensure that democracy works. Therefore, one of their most important aims is also to encourage people to use their votes. 





On the 14th of April 2004 South Africans will be voting in a general election. In order to vote you need to be 18 and older. Sometime before the elections everyone who intends to vote need to register to vote. This means that before the election you need to sign a form with the IEC. They stamp your ID book and this allows you to vote in the area where you registered.





At the time of registration the IEC needs to encourage people to register. Those people who have not registered will not be allowed to vote. 





Your task is to produce a poster that the IEC could use to encourage people to vote. By using the example of how Hitler came to power, you need to create a poster that will convince people to vote carefully (you can presume that the people who see the poster have studied Hitler and the Nazi’s rise to power).
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