CREATING A RACIAL STATE IN NAZI GERMANY –

CONSTRUCTING AN ARYAN IDENTITY
What were the consequences of the destruction of democracy in Nazi Germany? 
Once in power, Hitler and the Nazis set about making sure they had full control over all aspects of life in Germany. 

· The Nazis used propaganda to control and manipulate the thoughts of the Germans.


· The Nazi Party controlled the media and were able to use propaganda to influence the people.  

· The Nazis controlled education and so had great influence on children. All teachers had to belong to the Nazi Party and teach Nazi propaganda.

· The Nazis controlled the judges and intimidated church leaders and even succeeded in getting some of the churches to support them.

· Political parties were outlawed and political opponents were arrested.

On the same day that the Enabling Act had been passed the first concentration camp had been set up at Dachau. The first inmates were two hundred Communists.

One of the most important consequences of the destruction of democracy was that the Nazis were able to create a racial state in Germany. As the Nazis increased their control over the German people they began to create a state in which a person’s race was seen as their most important characteristic. The Nazis wanted to rid Germany of all those people whom they believed were of an inferior race. They used methods like propaganda and indoctrination of the youth to convince the Germany people of their beliefs that there was a “pure Aryan race” of Germans who were superior to the rest of the people.  
How were people persecuted in Nazi Germany as a result of the Hitler’s attempts to create a `master race’?

You have already learnt that:

Hitler and the Nazis wanted to create a `master race’ of `pure Germans’. 

They believed that the German Empire should be dominated by this `master race’. They only wanted people in Germany who were physically and mentally healthy. 

Germans of Jewish faith were among the people who were not seen as `pure’ Ayans and therefore had no place in Germany. Although the Jews were the main targets of persecution, there were other groups of people who were also excluded. These were the mentally and physically disabled, gypsies (Sinti and Roma), black people and children of mixed marriages, homosexuals and Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Nazis decided there was no place for them in Germany.  Many people in Germany supported the Nazis and their racist ideas. 

How were black people and children of mixed marriages persecuted?

After the Nazis came to power they began to discriminate against black people and children of mixed marriages.

· Black men were not allowed to marry German women and many black men, black children and children of mixed marriages were forcibly sterilized. 

In the area of the Rhineland over 500 children were sterilized. 

· Many black men were arrested and sent to concentration camps. They were also not allowed to fight in the German army.  
How were homosexuals persecuted in Nazi Germany?

Prejudice and discrimination against homosexual men existed long before the Nazis came to power and continued long afterwards.

· Some homosexual men were the victims of cruel medical experiments, including castration.

· Some homosexual men were arrested and placed in concentration camps.

Although conditions in the camps were generally harsh for all inmates many people have testified that homosexuals were often treated particularly severely by guards and other inmates because of the prejudice that many people had towards homosexuals.

· After the war some homosexuals were forced to carry on their prison sentences even though the Nazi government was no longer in power.

How were mentally and physically disabled people treated in Nazi Germany?

Mentally and physically disabled people were considered to be `unworthy of life’. 

· They were sent to special institutions that the Nazis termed `euthanasia centres’. Trained doctors and nurses put them to death. 

By 1939, approximately 70 000 disabled people were starved, given lethal injections or gassed to death and their bodies were burnt. Although the programme was officially halted due to protests from churches, it continued in secret. Approximately 200 000 mentally and physically disabled people were eventually murdered and a similar number were forcibly sterilized.

How were Jehovah’s Witnesses treated in Nazi Germany?

There were 20 000 Jehovah’s Witnesses living in Germany when the Nazis came to power.

· Jehovah’s Witnesses were persecuted because of their refusal to enlist in the German army and because they refused to say `Heil Hitler’. Jehovah’s Witnesses were banned as an organisation in April 1933. 

Their literature was confiscated and they lost their jobs, civil rights and all social welfare benefits.  

· Many Jehovah’s Witnesses were sent to prisons and concentration camps, and their children were sent to juvenile detention homes and orphanages. 

In the Nazi years, about 10,000 Witnesses were imprisoned in concentration camps. An estimated 2,500 to 5,000 Witnesses died in the camps or prisons.

· The Nazis said that if the Jehovah’s Witnesses renounced their faith, they could be freed.  Very few did so.

How were the Sinti and Roma (gypsies) treated in Nazi Germany?

The Sinti and Roma were considered to be social outcasts by the Nazis. They were seen as a threat to ‘Aryan blood purity’. 

· In Nazi Germany, people were classified as gypsies because of how they looked, their customs their ‘compulsion to wander’. 

· 30 000 Sinti and Roma were sterilized and prohibited from intermarrying with Germans.  

Many Sinti and Roma children were taken away from their families and sent them to special homes.

· Throughout Nazi-occupied Europe, Sinti and Roma were hunted down ruthlessly, arrested and then deported to slave labour and death camps. 

It is believed that nearly 250 000 Sinti and Roma died at the hands of the Nazis.

CREATING A RACIAL STATE IN NAZI GERMANY – 

THE PERSECUTION OF JEWS

Jews in Germany before Hitler was in power

For more than a thousand years, Jews had lived in all the countries across Europe, including Germany. However, in most countries they made up a very small percentage of the general population. In Germany less than one percent of the total population were Jews. 

If you had been living in Germany before the 1930’s, you would not easily have been able to tell the difference between most German Jews and other Germans. Although the Jews who came from Eastern Europe dressed and spoke differently to other Germans, the vast majority were much the same as the rest of the population. They did the same jobs and went to the same places. Some Jews were successful in their professions and their businesses and some were not. It is estimated that Jews accounted for no more than 3.5% of all positions in trade, commerce, banking, law and medicine in Germany. The vast majority of Jews living in Germany were ordinary middle class people.

Some Jews were religious and some were not. Some married Germans who were not Jewish, But most importantly, the majority of Jews of Jews saw themselves first and foremost as Germans.  

Why were the Jews identified as `undesirable’? 

When Hitler came to power he did not create a dislike of Jews. He merely built on feelings that had been around for a long time. People were more willing to accept Hitler’s ideas about Jewish people because Germany and other countries in Europe had a history of dislike towards Jews.

· A dislike of Jews, called “antisemitism”, had a long history in Europe. 

Antisemitism became greater after the Romans adopted Christianity as their official state religion in the 4th Century. The Jews were wrongly blamed for the death of Christ. They were described as being a part of the devil because people suggested that only the devil would kill Christ. This view continued into the Middle Ages. As more and more people in Europe converted to Christianity, persecution of the Jews increased. 

· Throughout the Middle Ages Jews were wrongly blamed for any misfortune that could not be explained such as floods, droughts, and epidemics. 

These events were seen to be the work of the Devil and because people associated the Jews with the Devil, they blamed them for all misfortunes. 

· Jews were not allowed to live in the same areas as Christians because they were considered to be harmful.

Because the majority of people had no contact with Jews superstitions and prejudice against Jewish people increased. 

· After the French Revolution which brought to Europe ideas of liberty and equality, Jews in Western Europe were allowed to enter mainstream society and during the 19th Century they were given citizenship rights. 
In Western Europe Jews were able to do the same jobs as the rest of the citizens. However, this meant that they became competitors and whenever they were successful, they were resented. In Eastern Europe Jews were not granted citizenship rights and they continued to be harshly oppressed and generally discriminated against.

· The old prejudices against the Jews returned in the 19th Century when new false ideas about race emerged. 

There was a belief that people belonged to different races which were determined by biological differences such as skin colour or cultural differences such as religion or nationality. All races were viewed as different and the white race was believed to be the most superior. The Jews were now defined as a race and considered to be inferior. These negative attitudes towards Jews continued well into the 20th Century. 

Hitler also believed these views about race and saw the Jews as inferior. He continued the tradition of wrongly blaming the Jews for any misfortune and claimed that they were the greatest threat to the survival of the German people.

How were Jewish people persecuted in Nazi Germany?

The Nazis persecution of Jewish people did not happen all at once. It began in slow stages and people gradually became accustomed to the way Jews were treated. Because so many people were bystanders and did not take action to stop the unfair treatment of Jews when it first began, the discrimination against them worsened.  

· The first nationwide act of discrimination against the entire German-Jewish community was an organized boycott of Jewish, shops, businesses and professional people. 

Hitler ordered the boycott to begin on the 1st of April 1933. During the boycott Nazi party supporters stood outside Jewish shops threatening customers. The windows of shops were smeared with slogans such as “Do not buy from Jewish shops”. Offices and doctors’ surgeries had slogans like “The Jews are our misfortune!” and “Beware of the Jews” painted on the windows and walls. The boycott was not successful because it was ignored by most Germans and it was called off in 48 hours.  

· Shortly after the failed boycott all Jews were dismissed from the civil service. 

They were not allowed to work in hospitals, schools, universities, post offices and government departments. They were not allowed to practice their professions, work in the media or in the entertainment industry. 

· Gradually more and more discriminatory laws were introduced against the Jews and in 1935 the Nazis passed the Nuremberg Laws that deprived Jews of their citizenship rights.

Ultimately four hundred laws and decrees were introduced against the Jews. They were not allowed to vote, to own property, houses or businesses. They were not allowed to go to the same schools, sit on the same benches, go to the beaches, travel on public transport, enter hotels, restaurants or theatres. They had no protection under the law, were left defenceless against physical assault and were excluded from the economic, social, cultural, political and public life of Germany. Very few people opposed the introduction of these laws.

Some of the many anti-Semitic laws that were passed between 1933 and 1939 were:



Jews were not allowed to be civil servants

Jewish doctors were not allowed to work in public hospitals.

Jews were not allowed to be judges.

Jews were not allowed to vote.

Jews were not allowed to be present at any political meeting.

Jews had no freedom of speech.

Jews were not allowed to be writers, publishers or journalists.

Jews were not allowed to teach in any university, secondary or elementary school.

Jewish musicians were not allowed to give concerts.

Jewish children were not allowed to go to the same schools as ‘Aryans’.

Jews were not allowed to use public transport.

Jews were not allowed to swim in public pools.

Jews were not allowed to go to hotels, restaurants, theatres or cinemas.

Jews were not allowed on the beaches.

Jews were not allowed to sit on the same benches as other Germans. 

· Persecution against Jewish people living in Germany became more and more violent and culminated in what became known as `Kristallnacht’ (The Night of the Broken Glass). 

This event took place in November 1938 when the Nazis organized a vicious attack on German Jews. They burnt down the synagogues, smashed and looted Jewish businesses and homes and arrested 30 000 Jews and sent them to concentration camps. 



Some Germans protested by resigning their membership in the Nazi Party. Some sent anonymous letters of protest to foreign embassies. Some bought Jewish families food and necessities to replace the items that had been destroyed. Most Germans, however, took no stand and ignored the events.

· By the beginning of 1939 Germany had already taken control over the Rhineland, the Saar and Austria. As German borders expanded the Jews living in these countries became victims of Nazi persecution.

What is propaganda?


A good definition of propaganda is `the spreading of ideas, information, or rumours for the purpose of helping or injuring an institution, a cause, a person or group of people’. We frequently refer to propaganda as `brainwashing’. 











