Worksheet 2 

Creating a Racial State in Germany  

                                                 The persecution of the `other’
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Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?





Source A


A homosexual man who lived near Hamburg recalled:





“[The] arrests of homosexuals began in our town. One of the first to be arrested was my friend, with whom I had a relationship since I was 23. One day people from the Gestapo came to his house and took him away. It was pointless to …[find out where he was]. If anyone did that, they… [might also be arrested], because he knew them, and therefore they were also suspect. Following his arrest, his home was searched… Books were taken away, note and address books were confiscated, questions were asked among the neighbours… The address books were the worst. All those…[whose names were in there], or had anything to do with him were arrested… Me too. For a whole year I was… [taken] by the Gestapo and interrogated at least once every fourteen days or three weeks.





After four weeks my friend was released… However, the effects of his arrest were terrifying. [His] hair… [was shaven] off, [he was] totally confused, he was no longer what he was before… We had to be very careful with all contacts. I had to break off all relations with my friend. We passed each other by on the street, because we did not want to put ourselves in danger… We loved like animals in a wild game park, always sensing the hunters.”








Source C


Hans Hauck, 17 railway worker, he was one of 400 Rhineland children who were sterilised because they were classified as “mixed-race”





“It was the 15th, in the morning. I went with my grandmother, who was also my guardian [to the Health Office]. Two Gestapo officers came to get us... They took us by car although we wanted to go by train. They wanted it kept secret.


[They took us to the]…Department of Racial and Hereditary Welfare. It’s where I and others were condemned. They examined us and measured our skulls. It’s hard to explain this to ordinary people. They measured our eyebrows, eye colour, noses, etc. We were lucky we weren’t euthanasia victims. We were only sterilised. 


The operation was on the 16th. I didn’t have a full anaesthetic. It was all over in two hours. By the next day we were OK. It didn’t hurt much…





[After the operation he was taken to the Gestapo headquarters.]





We had to sign a paper saying we agreed not to marry people with German or half-German blood. And that we wouldn’t have sexual relations with Germans. 


Naturally I remember those times all too well. It was depressing and offensive. I felt only half human.”








Source B


Gupha Voss grew up in Germany. Her mother was German and her father was originally from Liberia.





“I was the only black girl in my class at school. When I put my hand up, I was usually ignored. But when the teacher was sure I didn’t know the answer, I was made to stand up and he’d say:


“Why must I waste my time on you monkeys? You belong in the jungle.”


We no longer had friends. Because they had to publicly show loyalty to Hitler. We didn’t play together any more. It was as if they had never seen us before. “











Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?


.








Source D


One Sinti man, then a boy known as Bubili, recalled the day the SS arrived for his family:





“A waiting SS man seized me. `You,’ he said, pushing me down the hill, `join the others’.


`I’ll help my uncle take the horse out of the stall so that the horses can pull the wagon to the police station,’ I said. 


`No,’ the SS man said. ` Leave them in the stable. You’ll pull the wagon yourself.’…


My aunt and I and two others harnessed ourselves to the wagon…


In the courtyard of the police station, so many Sinti were there already that we stood together like herrings [fish] crammed in a barrel…


The next day, the Germans forced all the young men to climb into the busses and trucks… The women and children were released to go home…


My father had been picked up in an earlier raid… At the railroad station, he found out that my uncle and I had been taken. He asked the Germans to let us travel in the same boxcar. Two days later…we arrived at Dachau [a concentration camp]. We waited locked in the airless boxcar for about three quarters of an hour. Then we heard a shout as thirty or forty young SS men unlocked the bolts and threw open the doors. `…pigheads,’ they screamed. `Out, out. Run, you Congo niggers, run.’ Their whips fell on us, killing two men as we ran toward the gates of Dachau.’








Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?








Underline sentences or phrases:


that show how this person was treated in Nazi Germany.





How do you think this person felt about the way in which they were treated? What does the source reveal about their feelings?








Source E


Elizabeth Dopazo and her brother were Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their parents were sent to concentration camps because of their religious beliefs. Elizabeth and her brother went to live with their grandparents:





“My grandparents were Jehovah’s Witnesses too… They stopped going to meetings when we came because they felt they would be arrested too and then what would happen to us?


…We had to quickly change our way of speaking so… [that] we wouldn’t be so noticeable. [We had a different accent to the other children]. In school right away it started, you see. We had to raise our right arm and say `Heil Hitler’ and all that sort of thing… [We didn’t want to say `Heil Hitler’. There are ways that you can avoid doing it]  You can drop a handkerchief, you can do a little something, but quickly they look and they say, `Ah, you’re different and you’re new in the school.’ 


So you’re watched a little more closely. You might get one or two children who would tell on you but it was rare. The teacher would bring you to the front of the class and say, `Why don’t you say Heil Hitler?’ and you were shaking already because you knew, unlike other children, if you told them the real reason there would be trouble. For us [as Jehovah’s Witnesses] to say `Heil Hitler’ and praise a person would be against our belief…





We didn’t want to offend God… [But] we didn’t want to explain why because we were afraid that by the time we got home our grandparents wouldn’t be there and we would be put in an…[orphanage], so we used to make little excuses but you can’t do that every day. So in no time at all we also said it, because we were just too afraid.”
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Facing The Past – Transforming Our Future


