Worksheet 3

Creating a Racial State in Germany
The Persecution of Jews in Nazi Germany

Read the following two sources.

Source A

Marta Appel was a German of Jewish faith. For years she had been getting together once a month with women from her old high school. In 1935, she stopped attending, mainly because she did not want to embarrass her friends who were not Jewish:

“One day on the street, I met one of my old teachers, and with tears in her eyes she…tried to convince me that [the women] were still my friends, and tried to take away my doubts. I decided to go to the next meeting. It was a hard decision and I had not slept the night before. I was afraid for my gentile friends. For nothing in the world did I wish to bring them trouble by my attendance, and I was also afraid for myself. I knew I would watch them, noticing the slightest expression of embarrassment in their eyes when I came… . Would they be afraid to talk to me?

It was not necessary for me to read their eyes or listen to the changes in their voices. The empty table…that had always been reserved for us spoke the clearest language. It was even unnecessary for the waiter to come and say that a lady had phoned that morning not to reserve the table thereafter. I could not blame them. Why should they risk losing a position only to prove to me that we still had friends in Germany?
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Source B

Friedrich was a teenager when the Nazis came to power in Germany. 

All Helga knew about me was that my name was Friedrich Schneider, nothing else.  And I couldn’t tell her anything, otherwise she wouldn’t want to meet me anymore…again and again I searched out lonely paths, where we would hopefully meet nobody. After we had been walking for a while, Helga wanted to sit down. I didn’t now what to do. I couldn’t really refuse her such a thing. Before I could think of an excuse, we came to one of the green benches and Helga simply sat down… I was so terribly afraid, there on that green bench. 

All at once Helga stood up. She took my arm and pulled me along. We hadn’t gone far when we reached a yellow bench, which was marked FOR JEWS ONLY. Helga stopped by this bench and said: `Would it make you feel better if we sat here?’ 
Issues for discussion

1. Why had Marta not wanted to meet her friends?

2. Why do you think her friends did not show?

3. Suppose you were one of Marta’s school friends. Do you think you would have attended the lunch in 1933? Do you think you might have attended in 1935? 

4. What could Marta’s friends have done if they had wanted to show that they were still  her friends? 

5. How was the reaction of Helga different to that of Marta’s friends?

As a group or a class, read the source together, with a new person reading a paragraph. As the story is being read, underline:

· the moments where Andre is confronted with a choice; the moments where the father is confronted with a choice

· the decisions that Andre made; the decisions that his father made.

Source C
Dan Bar-On, an Israeli psychologist, described the decision one German family made the night before Kristalnacht:

“It was the autumn of 1938. Andre was twelve years old and lived with his parents in a small town in northern Germany. One evening he came home form his youth movement meeting.


`Daddy,’ he said to his father, `we were told at the meeting that tomorrow we are supposed to throw stones at the Jewish shops in town. Should I take part?’


His father looked at him.  `What do you think?’

`I don’t know. I have nothing against the Jews – I hardly know them – but everyone is going to throw stones. So what should I do?’

Their conversation…[continued], the son …[asking] questions…the father turning the questions back to his son.

`I understand,’ said Andre. `You want me to make up my own mind. I’m going for a walk. I’ll let you know what I’ve decided when I come back.’


When Andre returned a short while later, he approached his parents, who were sitting at the table.


`I’ve made up my mind, but my decision involves you too.’


`What is it?’


`I’ve decided not to throw stones at the Jewish shops. But tomorrow everyone will say, `Andre, the son of X, did not take part, he refused to throw stones!’ They will turn against you. What are you going to do?’

His father’s sigh was one of relief… [and] pride. `While you were out, your mother and I discussed this question. We decided that if you made up your mind to throw stones, we would have to live with your decision, since we had let you decide, after all. But if you decided not to throw stones, we would leave German immediately.’

And that is what they did. The following day, Andre’s  family left Germany.

Issues for discussion

What decisions did Andre face and what choice did he make?

What decisions did Andre’s father face and what choice did he make?

What evidence is there that Andre was probably raised to think about the consequences of his decisions?

Do you think Andre might have made a different decision if he had been raised differently?

What lesson do you think his father was trying to teach Andre?

Andre says that he does not want to throw stones because he had nothing against Jews and that he didn’t even know any Jews. Do you think the people who did throw stones the next day knew many Jews? Would it have made a difference if they had?
A Jewish lady sitting on a bench reserved for Jews in a German park. The sign on the bench reads, `For Jews Only’
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