Source 8

The following attribution accompanied the photograph below which appeared in the book, Beyond the Barricades Popular resistance in South Africa in the 1980s :

“P. W. Botha takes the salute at a military parade in Pretoria, November 1980. Before he became state president of South Africa in 1983, Botha headed the Ministry of Defense and later became prime minister in 1978. He is shown here with his close supporter General Magnus Malan, minister of Defense, on his left. During Botha’s presidency, South Africa has been transformed into an increasingly militarized “emergency state,” under siege from elements both within and outside the country. General MaIan is widely regarded as the most influential member of South Africa’s powerful National Security Council.”
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Beyond the Barricades Popular resistance in South Africa in the 1980’s, Kliptown, London, 1989, p 13

ISSUES TO THINK ABOUT
How can you use this photograph to understand how white people believed South Africa was their land?

Do you blame those who held these views for believing this? Explain your answer.

How can the armed forces be used in establishing the idea of ‘we’ and ‘they’? 

How do you think events such as these would have impacted on black South Africans?

