Source 6

In this extract from Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela’s book, A Human Being Died that Night, de Kock discusses his views of the white people who ‘benefited’ from his actions and his feelings about him having to take the blame for apartheid atrocities while those who benefited did not have to acknowledge any responsibly themselves. 

Tacitly or openly, most white people supported the regime of terror as something grim but good. After all, the police were only killing “communists” to protect the state. It would be hard to believe that it was only when these crimes came to public light that white people suddenly realised that what had happened under apartheid was terrible. De Kock and many of the apartheid government’s operatives have said repeatedly that what kept them going — what sustained their zeal and conviction in the rightness of crushing the heads of thousands of black activists — was the tacit but powerful support they felt they were receiving from the beneficiaries of apartheid privilege — the polite churchgoers, the cultured suburbanites, the voters. It is at their feet that the responsibility for apartheid, ultimately, can be laid.

“White society had a good life,” de Kock said, sneering, as if there was something repulsive about the idea. “They were quite happy with what they got, and now they are not so happy with who made it happen. I mean, how many whites really voted against the National Party? Whites say they didn’t know, but did they want to know? As long as they were now safe and they had their nice houses and their second cars and their third cars and their swimming pools and kids at good government schools and university, they had no problem with cross-border raids and other counterinsurgency operations of the security. Cross-border raids were so well publicised; why did they never question this?”

De Kock was clearly angry that he had been made a scapegoat — that while he had been sought after as a master counterinsurgency strategist and treated like a hero under apartheid, he had become the most despised white person in post-apartheid South Africa.
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ISSUES TO THINK ABOUT
Who does de Kock blame apartheid on? Do you agree with his assessment? Explain your answer.

What privileges did white people obtain as a result of apartheid? How did these privileges influence many white people’s reaction to the system?

Who were the perpetrators during apartheid? Why do you say so?

Do you agree or disagree with de Kock’s anger at being made a scapegoat of the apartheid system?

What response should we have towards those who perpetrated terrible acts against others during apartheid? How should we respond to those who were bystanders?

