Source 3
This poem is adapted by South African Jessica Sherman from a protest song by American folksinger Tom Paxton.  

                                       “What Did You Learn in School Today?”

What did you learn in school today,

Dear little child of mine?

We learnt that West is always best,

And white is usually right,

That rich and poor will always be,

And that’s what makes us free.

What did you learn in school today,

Dear little child of mine?

That education brings opportunities,

In this advancing age,

But we’ll end up working in the factories,

For a measly weekly wage.

What did you learn in school today,

Dear little child of mine?

We learnt that teargas burns the eyes,

We learnt how police dogs bite,

We learnt that batons break our bones,



And we’re learning how to fight!

What did you learn in school today,

Dear little child of mine?

That agitators stir us up,

And lead us all astray,

But we can think and we can see,

And we want change today!
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ISSUES TO THINK ABOUT
What do the lyrics indicate about the nature of the curriculum in the education system described in this poem? 
In what way does the poem show disillusionment with the education system and obedience?
What stereotypes are mentioned in this poem?
What does the poem suggest about the consequences of indoctrination?  
