Source 7
Shirley Gunn was a political activist and social worker in Cape Town when she was recruited into the ANC and MK. She was held in solitary confinement in 1985 and in 1986 she left the country for military training. When she returned to South Africa in 1987, she and fellow MK member, Aneez Salie, set up and co-commanded the Ashley Kriel Unit. Their unit carried out a number of sabotage attacks, mainly targeting symbolic institutions and installations of the state such as magistrate’s courts, rent offices, police stations and SADF bases. 

‘I left school not really clear about where I’d fit in, not at all clear. I ended up nursing…but [after] a few years discovered that I didn’t fit into the system…’ Shirley then did a social work degree in 1977 and took the option to do community work in Hout Bay in her honours year…’That was really where the depth of my political involvement took off…We learned by doing things.’ She became a member of the ANC in 1980, ‘so I could bring in a bigger political agenda into the work, which was, of course, covert… [I] was approached and recruited by somebody I know, a South African who had left for Zimbabwe to avoid military conscription. I think the difficult thing was…by nature I’m a more kind of open, honest, upfront and extrovert person. Operating covertly was all about secrecy, about being withdrawn, about pulling back, about keeping agendas and so on…Initially my role was in the political arena…not the military, because of my work as a political activist, a mobiliser of people. I also served on the organising committee of the Cape Areas Housing Committee and on the housing sub-committee, so I was well networked, not only in Hout Bay harbour, but within the Cape Flats in general. It was a pretty tense period. We were fighting the officials in the bushes of Hout Bay. There were horrendous battles…The officials would just come with their trucks and barge up the mountain and drag the community into the vans and destroy their houses; perpetually they would come at the dead of night so no one could resist. To deal with them we had to develop creative militant strategies.
Her experience in solitary confinement made Shirley more determined to resist. She continued with her political activities and then in 1986 she planned to leave the country for military training and become an MK operative.

To some extent my options were reduced because of the amount of surveillance surrounding me. So that was one of the circumstances. I continued on the path of reaching the goal that my comrades had died for. I know a lot of people who are dead. But also, I think one has a certain make-up. It is in my nature to take risks. I haven’t sat back and left the work for others. If you are prepared to take risks and knowing full well of the dangers, you go out there and do it properly, work efficiently and properly, you should be able to hold out. And I think we proved that we can hold out. I proved that to myself and also to the people I worked with. 
People who fought tooth and nail unarmed, peacefully, were donnered [messed] up. They are now living with the consequences of it. So it was also out of a sense of responsibility that I realised there is a limit to what I can do as a leader to take people down this path, where they are consistently getting injured and psychologically damaged. My experience showed that to me. I couldn’t have ignored it. I felt responsible for doing more than just continually going down that same [peaceful protest] route and ending up worse off, in a sense. Beside the interest in the military, I am challenged as a woman. I have done what very few women have done and I have always resisted a limitation on my sex and you do have to do so much more to prove yourself. It is pathetic.
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